
Keeping an 
open mind
Phil Lawrence



Our community

1. Why are we like we are?

2. What should our response be?

3. What is our responsibility to others and to ourselves?



‘Do I find contentment with what I have
or

do I change what I have to find contentment?’

Annabel O’Toole



Product of the 
reformation

"The righteous shall live by faith." 
Romans 1.16-17



31 October 1517
• Repentance  - a state, a life to 

be lived
• Awareness of sins brought 

awareness of grace
• Faith - ‘O it is a living, busy, 

active, mighty thing … 
impossible for it not to be doing 
good works incessantly.’



Apostolic 
Advocate
5th Edition

"no immersion was a 
valid baptism which 
was not predicated 
upon the true faith." 



Implications 

Indulgences

Faith

Repentance

Grace

Truth

Right



2 What should our response be?

1. Reclaim the meaning of truth

2. Encourage open and enquiring minds when reading the bible

3. Remember this is God’s wisdom



God’s 
character

I bow down toward your holy 
temple and give thanks to your 
name for your steadfast love and 
your faithfulness,

Psa 138:2 

For your steadfast love is great to 
the heavens, your faithfulness to 
the clouds. 

Psa 57:10



Ancient Near East

‘The concept of truth in 
ancient thought was not so 
much rightness and 
wrongness but the attitude 
of mind that the person 
adopted. There was to be 
no gap between theory and 
practice.’ 

WGL  



alētheia

‘the reality lying at the basis 
of an appearance’ 

Vine

‘The inner reality that 
explains the outer 
appearance’ 

Sheila Harris



‘The honest man comes to 
the light so that it may be 
clearly seen that God is in 
all he does’ 

John 3: 21 NEB 



Open and enquiring 
minds

The bible is written for us, not to 
us. 

John H. Walton

‘We have the bible God wants us 
to have.’ 

Tom Wright
Baal, Canaanite Storm god, Louvre



God ‘s wisdom - Corinth

‘prosperous, cosmopolitan, and religiously pluralistic, 
accustomed to visits from impressive, travelling public speakers 
and obsessed with status, self-promotion and personal rights’ 

Ciampa and Rosner



Wisdom and 
learning

• I am not a travelling speaker with 
human wisdom 1.17; 2.1

• God’s wisdom not understood 
2.7,8

• Some are maturing spiritually 2.6

• Access to the thoughts of God 
2.10-13

• You are infants 3.1-4



Wisdom and 
learning

“For who has understood the mind of 
the Lord so as to instruct him?” But we 
have [access to] the mind of Christ.
1Co 2:16



2 What should our response be?

1. Reclaim the meaning of truth

2. Encourage open and enquiring minds when reading the bible

3. Remember this is God’s wisdom



Our community

1. Why are we like we are?

2. What should our response be?

3. What is our responsibility to others and to ourselves?



Line of argument in Philippians
• Encourages the mature to press on 3.14-16

• Challenges them to be of the same mind and humble 2.1-4

• Is that the same set of doctrines or same attitude of mind?
• What is the mind of Christ? 2.5

• Did not exercise his rights from his status 2.6-11

• Go and work through it - God is working in you and all your brothers and 
sisters 2.12



Purpose of 
Romans

May the God who gives endurance and encouragement 
give you the same attitude of mind toward each other that 
Christ Jesus had, so that with one mind and one voice you 
may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in 
order to bring praise to God.

(NIV) Rom 15:5-7



Line of argument in Romans

• Goal is to live in harmony, same attitude of mind, accepting 15.5-
7

• Achieve this if the strong bear with the weak 15.1-3

• Strong and weak = freedom of conscience from faith 14.1-3
• Food/Festival days

• All followers of Christ and of his example 14.7-9

• God is our judge, what right have we to judge? 14.10-12

• Let’s not trip one another up, aim for peace, not about being 
right  14.13, 19, 20

• If necessary, keep between yourself and God 14.22



Not trip 
another up

Therefore let us not pass 
judgment on one another any 
longer, but rather decide 
never to put a stumbling block 
or hindrance in the way of a 
brother.

Rom 14:13





Breaking point
For if your brother is grieved by what you eat, you are no longer 
walking in love. By what you eat, do not destroy the one for 
whom Christ died.

Rom 14:15

And so by your knowledge this weak person is destroyed, the 
brother for whom Christ died.

1Co 8:11





‘This isn’t an excuse for people with small minds and badly 
educated consciences to prevent the rest of the church doing 
things that are harmless in themselves. Sometimes people from 
a very narrow background, full of rules and restrictions which 
have nothing to do with the gospel itself and everything to do with 
a particular social subculture, try to insist that all other good 
Christians should join them in their tight little world. But in a case 
like that rule-bound Christians are in no danger of having their 
consciences damaged. They are not being ‘led astray’. They are 
quite sure of their own correctness. Paul is dealing with a very 
different case.’ 

Tom Wright  





Our responsibility – take 
responsibility

1. Reclaim the meaning of truth
2. Keep open minds
3. Truth sets us free; spirit led; not aimless – 2 Cor 5.15 

4. Jesus is the non-negotiable foundation



For no one can lay a foundation other than that which is laid, 
which is Jesus Christ.

1Co 3:11.

If you declare with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in 
your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.

Rom 10:9/1 Cor 1.2

For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ 
and him crucified.

1Co 2:2

Our responsibility - foundation



Our responsibility – take 
responsibility

1. Reclaim the meaning of truth
2. Keep open minds
3. Truth sets us free; spirit led; not aimless – 2 Cor 5.15

4. Jesus is the non-negotiable foundation
5. Example of tolerance 



Our responsibility - Tolerance

I entreat Euodia and I entreat Syntyche to agree in the Lord. Yes, 
I ask you also, true companion, help these women …
Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at 
hand;

Php 4:2-5



Our responsibility – take 
responsibility

1. Reclaim the meaning of truth
2. Keep open minds
3. Truth sets us free; spirit led; not aimless – 2 Cor 5.15

4. Jesus is the non-negotiable foundation
5. Example of tolerance 
6. Love



Our responsibility - Christian goal

This “knowledge” puffs up, but love builds up. If anyone imagines 
that he knows something, he does not yet know as he ought to 
know. But if anyone loves God, he is known by God.

1Co 8:1-3



For you were called to freedom, 
brothers. Only do not use your freedom 
as an opportunity for the flesh, but 
through love serve one another. For the 
whole law is fulfilled in one word: “You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” But 
if you bite and devour one another, 
watch out that you are not consumed by 
one another.

Gal 5.13-15



Summary
• Building connections at church, living 

up to the family name
• Sharing messy lives and faith 

journeys
• Supporting those with poor mental 

and spiritual health
• Growing our spiritual perspective and 

finding security in the face of Jesus
• Responsibility for building churches 

for ourselves, children, God’s family.


	Keeping an open mind
	Our community
	Slide Number 5
	Product of the reformation
	31 October 1517
	Apostolic Advocate�5th Edition
	Implications 
	2 What should our response be?
	God’s character�
	Ancient Near East
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