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Reputation

A good name is better than 
precious ointment, 

Ecc 7:1 

The memory of the righteous 
is a blessing, 

Pro 10:7



Faith, life and community

1. Dialogue with the Qoheleth about life

2. Demonstrate interaction between faith and life and community

3. Ask …how is our community helping you through life’s faith 
journey? 



Qoheleth in 
Ecclesiastes

“it invites the reader into a 
dialogue about human life 
and its patterns rather than 
laying down the law.” 

John Barton - A History of the Bible



Around the corner?
So I saw that there is nothing 
better than that a man should 
rejoice in his work, for that is his 
lot. Who can bring him to see 
what will be after him?

Ecc 3:22



Advice

He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also, he has put 
eternity into man's heart, yet so that he cannot find out what God 
has done from the beginning to the end. I perceived that there is 
nothing better for them than to be joyful and to do good as long 
as they live; also that everyone should eat and drink and take 
pleasure in all his toil—this is God's gift to man. Ecc 3:11-13 



God will bring 
prosperity and 
adversity –

enjoy the former

In the day of prosperity be 
joyful, and in the day of 
adversity consider: God has 
made the one as well as the 
other, so that man may not 
find out anything that will be 
after him.

Ecc 7:14



Live 
enthusiastically

Let your garments be always 
white. Let not oil be lacking on 
your head. Whatever your 
hand finds to do, do it with 
your might, for there is no 
work or thought or knowledge 
or wisdom in Sheol, to which 
you are going 

Ecc 9.8-10



Wisdom 
transforms 
people

Who is like the wise? And 
who knows the interpretation 
of a thing? A man's wisdom 
makes his face shine, and 
the hardness of his face is 
changed. 

Ecc 8.1



Be generous

Cast your bread upon the 
waters, for you will find it 
after many days. Give a 
portion to seven, or even to 
eight, for you know not 
what disaster may happen 
on earth.

Ecc 11.1-2



Remember 
your creator 
before you 
start to decline 

You will grow old (12.1-7)

• Days will come with no pleasure 
in them

• Tremble, bent over
• Light is darkened and song 

brought low
• Frightened easily
• Go to your eternal home
• Mourners come
• Dust returns 



Faith journeys through life



Reflections

1. God works in our lives

2. True contentment is only found with God (Ecc 2.24-26)

3. Find your why



Viktor Frankl
• Need a striving and a struggling 

towards a worthwhile goal
• Need a why, purpose
• Life constantly questioning you –

what question asking you today? 
• To life we can only respond by 

being responsible. Take 
responsibility and answer it.

• Just like chess – what’s the best 
chess move – what’s your best 
move this week?



Eph 2:8-10 
For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your 
own doing; it is the gift of God, 

not a result of works, so that no one may boast.

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 

for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk 
in them. 



Reflections

1. God works in our lives

2. True contentment is only found with God

3. Find your why

4. Your why will be impacted by what God has done for you



Martin Luther

‘Faith means clinging to the 
promises God gives his people in 
scripture, convinced of the reliability 
of God’s word.’

‘O it is a living, busy, active, mighty 
thing this faith. It is impossible for it 
not to be doing good works 
incessantly. It does not ask whether 
good works are to be done, but 
before the question is asked, it has 
already done them, and is 
constantly doing them. Whoever 
does not do such works, however, 
is an unbeliever.’



Reflections

1. God works in our lives

2. True contentment is only found with God

3. Find your why

4. Your why will be impacted by what God has done for you

5. In our community we should see God’s values lived out
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